
Annual Governance and Accountability Return 7A1W20 Part 2

To be completed only by Laeal Gouncils, lnternal Drainage Bcards
and other smaller authorities* yrhere the higher of gross inco*e
or gro$s expenditure vrras 925,S0$ or less, that meet the qualifying
criteria, and that yyish to certify themselves as exempt frsm a limited
a$$urance review
Guidance notes on completing Part 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return ?A1WZA
1. Every smaller authority in England where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure was t25,000

or less must, following the end of each financial year, complete Part 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return in accordance with Proper Pracfices, unless the authorityi

a) does not meet the qualifying riteria for exemption; or
b) does not wish io certify itself as exempt

2. Smatler authorities where the higher of all gross annual income or gross annual expenditure does not
exceed t25,000 and that meet the qualifying criteria as set out in the Certificate of Exemption are able
to declare themselves exempt from sending the completed Annual Governance and Accountability
Return to the external auditor for a limited assurance review provided the authority cornpletes:
a)The Certificate of Exemption, page 3 and returns a copy of it to the external auditor either by email
or by post (not both) no later than 30 June 2020. Failure to do so will result in reminder letter(s) for
which the Authority will be charged 140 +VAT for each letter; and
b) The Annual Governance and Accountabilitlz Retum (Part 2) which is made up ot
. Annual lnternat .6,udit Report (page 4) to be completed by the authority's internal auditor.
" Section 1 - Annual Gcverna*ce Staten:ent {page 5} to be completed and approved by the authoriiy.
'Section 2 - Accounting $taiements {page 6) to be completed and approved by the authority.
NOTE: Authorities certifying themselves as exempt SHOULD HOT send the completed Annual
Govemance and Accountability Return to the extemal auditor.

3. The authority must approve Section 1 Annual Govemance Statement before approving Section 2
Accounting Statements and both must be approved and published on a website before 1 July 2020.

Publication Requirements
Smaller authorities must publish various documents on a public webrite as required by the Accounts and
Audit Regulations 2015, the Local Audit {SmalterAuthorities) Regulations ?015 and the Transparency Code
for Smaller Authorities. These include:
. Certiticate of Exernption. page 3. Annual lnternal Audit Report 2019/20, page 4
" Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2019120, page 5. Section 2 -Accounting Statements 2019/20, page 6. Analysis of variances. Bank reconciliation
' Notice of the period fcr the exercise of public rights and other information required by Regulation 15 (2),

Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015.

Lirnited Assurance Review
Providing the authority certifies itself as exempt, and completes and publishes the Annual Governance
and Accountability Return, there is no requirement for the authority to have a limited assurance review.
Any smaller auth-ority may, however, request a limited assurance review. ln these circumstances the authority
should.not c9lify itself as €xempt, and not complete the Certificate of Exemption, but complete Part 3
of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2019t2A and return it to the extemal audiior for review
together with the supporting documentation requested by the external auditor.
The cost to the smaller authority for the review will be 8200 +VAT.

The Annud Gov*rnance and Accountabili$ Retum constitutes the ann{,al ralurn r€M 10 in the Accounts and Audit Regulalircrs 2015.'fhrowf'out 0ie w€tds 'exbfid aLditof' harle lh* sam6 meanirE a sle u&rds 'bcal audito/ in the Accounts aad Ar^dit Resd;6nE 2015.
'far a ca*plele list of bodies lhat fiay be smallor authoities *fer ta schedule 2 to the Locat Audil and Accfruilabilv Act 2014.
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Guidance notes on completing Part 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return 2019120, Sections 1 and 2

. An authority that wishes to declare itself exempt from the requirement for a limited assurance review must
do so at a meeting of the authority ater 31 March 2020. lt should not submit its Annual Govemance end
Accountability Retum to the extemal auditor. Howevel as part of a more proportionate regime, the authority
must comply wiih the reqlrirements of the Transpareney Code for Smaller Autharities.

. The Certificate of Exemption must be returned to the external auditor no later than 30 June 2020. Reminder
letters will incur a charge of f40 +VAT for each letter.

. The authority must comply wilh Proper Practices in completing Sections 1 and 2 of this Annual Govemance
and Accountability Return and the Certificate of Exemption. Proper Practices are found in lhe Practitioners'
Gulde- which is updated ftom time to time and contains everything needed to prepare successfully for the
financial year-end.

. The authority should receive and note the annual internal audit report if possible before approving the
annual governafice statement and the accounts.

. Make sure that the Annual Governance and Accouniability Return is complete (no highlighted boxes left
empty), and is properly signed and dated, Avoid making amendments to the completed annual retum. Any
amendments must be approved by the authority and properly initialled,

. Use the checklist provided below to review the Annual Govemance and Accountability Retum for
completeness al the meeting at which it is signed off.

. You should inform your external auditor about any change of Clerk, Responsible Financial Officer or
Chairman, and provide relevant email addresses and telephone numberc.

. The authority must publish numerical and narative explanations for significant variances in the accounting
stiatements on page 6. Guidance is provided inthe Practitioners'Guide* which may assist.

. Make sure that the accounting statements add up and the balance carried forward from the previous year
(Box 7 of 2019) equals the balance brought forward in the current year (Box 1 of 2A29.

. The Responsible Financial fficer (RFO), on behalf of the authority, must set the commencement date for
the exercise of public dghts. From the commencement date for a single period of 30 consecutive working
days, the apgroved acc,ounts and accounting records can be inspec{ed. Whatever period the RFO sets
must include a common inspection period - during which the accounts and accounting records of all
smaller authorities must be available for public inspection - of the first ten working days of July.

. The authority must publish the information required by Regulation 15 (2), Accounts and Audit
Regulations 2015, including the period for the exercise of public rights and the name and address
of the external auditor before 1 July 2020.

'Govef;narr(g arfi Acf',,gfi*b$r* fat snraller4'frsrJties la East nd- a pftfllgir€,rs, Gul& b ?ftpg&?et&as,
san be &ryrdsad€d frs$ wwr"rdc.giov.t* or frorn wwwada.org.u*
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Have all highlighte{t boxes been completed?

Have the dates set for the period for the exercise of public rights been published?

Have aU highlighted boxes been completed by the intemal auditor and
explanations provided?

For any statement to which the response is 'no', is an explanation available
for publication?

Has the authority'$ approval of the accounting statemenls be€n confirmed try
the signature of the Chairman of the approval meeting?

Has an €xplanation of signiftcant variations from last year to this year been
publi$hed?

ls 6n explanation of any ditrErence between Box 7 and Box I available, should
a question be raised by a local elector andlor an interestod party?

Trust funds * have all disclosures been made if the authority as a body corporate
is a sole managing trustee? (Local Councils only)



Certificate of Exemption - AGAR 2019/20 Part 2
To be completed by smaller authorities where the higher of gross income or gross
expenditure did nct exceed f25,000 in the year of account ended 31 March 2024,
and that wish to certifu themselves as exempt frorn a limited assurance review
under $ection $ of the Local Audit i$maller Authorities) Regulations 2015

There is no requirem€nt to have a limited assurance review or to submit an Annual Governance and Accountability
Return to the external auditor, provlded that the authority has certified itself as exempt at a meeting of the
authority after 31 March 2020 and a completed Certificate of Exemption is submitted no later than 30 June 2020
notifying the external auditor.

Lh{;/4 cee< Cp,rui$Y* Couil<tt^
certifies that during the tinancial year 20'tgl20, the higher of the authority's total gross income for the year or
iotal gioss annual expenditure, for the year did not exceed a25,000

Totalannuatgrcssincomefortheauthority20lg/20: *3+ l+?
Tstal annual gross expenditure for the authority 2019i20: * >Z O 'S->

There are cerlain circumrtances in which an authority will be unable to oertlfy itself as exempt, so that a limitod
assurance review will still be required. lf an authority is unable to confirm thc statements below then it
cannot certlfy ttself as exempt and it must submit the completed Annual Governance and Accountability Return
Part 3 to the extemal auditor to undertake a limited assurance review for which a fee of €200 +VAT will be payable.

By signing this Certificate of Exemption you are confirming that:
. The authority was in existence on 1st April 2016
. ln relation to the preceding flnancial year {201 8/1 9}, the external auditor has not:

. issued a public intsrest report in respect of the authority or any entity connected with it

. made a statutory recommendation to the authority, relating to the authority or any entity connected with it

. issued an advisory notice undsr paragraph 1 { 1 ) of Schedule B to the Local Audit and Accountability Act
2014 ("the Act"), and has nol withdrawn the notice

. commenced judicial review proceedings under section 31(1 ) of the Acl

. made an application under section 28(1) of the Act for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful,
and the application has not been withdrawn nor has the court refused to make the declaration

. The court has not declared an item of account unlawful after a person made an appeal under section 28(3) of the Ad.

lf you are able to confirm that the above statements apply and that the authority neither received gross inoome,
nor incuned gross expenditure, exceeding 125,0*0, then the Certificate of Exemption can be signed and a ccpy
submitted to the external audiior either by email or by post {not both}.

The Annual lnternal Audit Report, Annual Governance Stalement, Accounting Statements, an analysis of
variances and the bank reconciliation plus the inforrnalion required by Regulation 15 (2), Accounts afld Audit

with a copy of published on a public website'before 1 July 2020. By signing this certificate you
are also you are aware of thie requirement.
Signed by the

Signed by

Email of

Financial Officer Date i I confirm that this Certificate of

, o.3 itt jl*l;trffi:*tfi^ffi",,aprprovedbvthis os lc,#/trt t;
Date I as recorOed in minute reference:

di lo|lxa4 W 4

c-terk@ (*cqX{vt^ * pL . orj nla
-Published web address

Annual Govemance and Accountability Retum 2019120 Par.2
Local Councils- lntemal Drainaoe Boards and olher Smaller Authorities

Lace^16ras^* Pc . atX. dz
ONLY this Certificate of Exemption should be returned EITHER by email OR by post (not
both) as soon as possible after certification to your external auditor, but no later than 30
i{:ff_zs. R*ryi$"r l"t"o i 19!qg_9 ot t40 +vAr

Telephone number

at>qb b{'1to|
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Annual lnternal Audit Report 2019/20

Lacey Green Parish Cosncil

This authority's int$nal auditor, acting indepeildently and on the basis of an assessrnent of risk,
canied out a selective assessment of compliance with relevant procedures and sontrols io be in
operation during the financial year ended 31 March 2020.

The intemal audit for 201912A has been carried out in accordance with this authority's needs
and planned coverage. On the hasis of the findings in the areas examined, the internal audit
conclusions are summarised in this table. Set out below are the objeciives of intemal control
and alongside are the internal audit conclusions on whethet in all significant respects, the control
objectives were being achieved throughout the financial year to a standard adequate to meet the
needs,of this authcrity.

ll, (For local councils only)
Trust tunds chariiaue) - The council met its responsibilities as a tr$tee

For any olher risk arcas ideiltiH by this authryrty e@uate cordrols exi*t€d (tist any oL.rer risk areas on sepamte st€ets ii needed).

Date{s) intemal audit lnd€rlaken

27{A0/?:B19

Signature of person who
canled outthe internal audit

Na{fie of pe.ssn who canied out the int€rnal audit

.l(6vin RoEeACMA- IAC Audit & Consultancy Ltd

27t45t2020

J^HYHPI -gry gfl.ry*F a ndE to state $a implicatiofis ,fid scdo6 beftIg tak€n r,c addrasB Eny ueakn6cs in conror

1r{ {
rt&d:Sqtffi.:q

,:)
l,/

,^i&
u

Date

Annuat Governance ano tceunralil,ty Cei;; Zdigfzo E[a- -

Loeal Councils, lnternal Drainage Boords and other $matlerAuthoriliqqs.
Page 3 ofo

a@ounting records heve been properly kept lhroughout the fnancial year.

B. This authority complied with its financial regulations, payments were supported by invoices, all
was aDoroved and VAT was aoorooriatelv accounted for

C. This authority a*ses6ed the significant flsks to echieving its obiec.tives and reviewed the adequacy

D. The precepl or rates requirement fegulted trom an adequale budgetary procesE: progress againsi

E. Expected incrfte was fully received, based on conect prices, propedy reeorded and promptly
banked: ard vAT wa3 appropriately accounted for.

F. Petty cash payrnants \ryere properly Eupporled by receipts. all pelty cash expenditure was
and VAT approprialely accounted for.

G. SalBries to omploydes and allowanceE lo members were paid in accordance with this autnorty's
approvals, and PAYE and Nl reeuirements were

H- As$et and investments reqbters w€re complste and accuftite and DroD€rlv maintaine<i.

l, Periodicand year.end bank account recoaciliaiionswere popeily carrled oui.

J. Accounting statements prepared during th€ year werc prepared on the corect Bccountiflg basis
{recaipts and payfl€fis or lncoma and exp€ndtture), agreed to the cash book. supgorlcd by an
adequate eudil trail fiom underlying reeo!'ds and u*lere appropriate debtar$ and creditors i#ere

K fF the autnority certified its€lf a$ exernpt from a lim,ted assuraflce revieu, in 201&:9. it m9t tha
exempilon criteria and coneclly declared i6el! exempt. (l{ the dtthant! hN I li ?,:ncd essr]rsnc€
r+vBw at Es 201 &tl $.464F ,bk "no/ co

L- The suthority has demonsveted that during summer 201 I it correcry provided for the exercise
of public rights as required by the Accounts and Audit Regulatlons.



Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2019/20

We acknowledge as the members of:

LA e!-y C*kf.*t /Ag_,(tt Cor,r{c( r_
our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of intemal control, including anangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Slatements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2020, that:

1. We hav€ pul in place anangem€nts for sffec$ve {inancial
rnanagem€nt during tlre year, and for the preparalioft oi
ths accounting slatemenls-

prcpared its accounling slatemon{s in accordan*
wrth t ?9 Accounts a nd Audit Rsgulations.

2. We maiv|lained afi adequate rystem of in+€rftal cofttrol
includins measures d€s;gned lo prevent and deteca *aud
and corruptio* ald re*ewed its etfectiveness.

made prop* a{rungemeers aN 6ccept6d r$ponsibility
lor iateguardilig th€ publi€ froney and resorrces *
ite chargs.

3. We took all reasdnable stepb to assure ourselves
lhat there are no matter$ of €clusl or potgnlial
non-complian@ with lawg, rBgulations and Proper
Practices that could have a significant financial efloct
on th€ ability of this authority to conduct its
business or manage ils fnances.

hss oftly dane whal i! has lhe lryal powar to do and has
comptied with Prcper PBcties in doilg so.

We provided proper opportunity du,ing the y€ar fot
the sxorcis€ o, electors' righls in accordanca with the
,equirements of the Accoufits and Audit Regulations.

cluting lhe year gavo al! persons inlerested the oppoduniu lo
irspect ard ask grasaons about this aulhaily's accounts.

5. We caried 6u! an assessmant o{ the risks facing this

"uihority 
and took appropriate st€ps !o manage those

ri6ks, including the irt'oduction of internal contrdE andlot
extemal insumn€ ever where required.

consider3d and docufiented the linancial and othsr isks it
tscds and dealt with them prapedy.

6. We maintainad throughout th6 year an ad€qEte and
effectivo system ol intemal audii ol the accounting
records and oontrol systems.

stranged tor a con pstent pefton, independent of lhe lif,aficial
cofitmls and procedures. to give an objectiye view on wbethar
intemal controls msel ,he ,e€ds of lhrs smailer aulhoily.

7. We took appropriate action on all matleB raisod
in reports from intsinal and 6)dernal audit,

responded to mafters broughl to its attention by intamal and
extemal audit.

8. We considered whether any liligaton, Iiabilities or
commitmenls, eyents or tran6actions. occuning eilher
during tr aftar lhe y r-end, have a fin€ncial impacl on
this aulhority and, where appropriate. have included tham
in lh€ accouftling slai€ments.

discled everything it should heve aboul ils business activity
duing the year including svents taking place after the Wat
end if relevant.

9. {For local murcits an,y} Trust funds inctudinq
charitabte. lfl our epscity as the sale mansgiEg
trudtee we dist&srged our accountability
rcspoil$ibililies for the fund(syasseis. indluding
tinancial reporting and, i, requircd, ind€pendent
examination or audil.

hs rret a# df ts ,"sponsib;flres wrlere as a body
carpaale il is o sole meaging trust* of a locai trust
or kusts.

,i
I __-__J

*For any statement to which the response is 'no', an explanation must be published

This Annual Governsnce Statement was approved at a , Signed by the Chairman and Clerk of lhe meeting where
meeting of the authority on: I approval was oiv6f\ I

"-,::"""-",::f:{,zo2o 
,")^",,,J-"M,nryI 

WQe{6 i",",n 
M 

-^-
'\" l-^

Annual Govemance a*d Accguntability Retuh 2g1gl20 Part 2
I or:l Cnrrnr:ils lntEmAl nrrin^f,c Bnerrls anrt athar "qmell*r Althnrilipc
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$ectlon 2 * Accounting $tatements 2019/20 for

Lqct-Y L€.{E J f+a'5P CIu,r/ciu

i. Balances brought | ^ fi . , '; Total batances and resetues at lhe beginning of the year

'l (*) Toral olher receipts ; i - - ; Total nco.ne ar receipts as recorded ir the cashbook /ess

,ttt8i.t(tlu3l'theprecepl-orrateMeyiesrcceived(line2).lncludeanyi ' i aratts received. i, i lgrarttsreceived.|. -.-, -::_._- __i_-***___l____---_____-_*^*_* __--___....._.=_l
'l {-) Staff costs I i , Total expenditure or payments made ta and on behalf

i i d C ,n ; 'l [- t ,t l._ ,t of alt employees. lnclude gross salaries and waqes. ]i r \ ,v ir- I n Lf !I1 i.J g ,, U i U '1 't u i employers Nl contr,tutions, emplayers pensian )I I I ^^^+-;^.,.;^^^L__'-__-_ i I \, contributions, grctuities and severance payments. I

lr. (-r f-62n intelesucapital : - I ToEt expendiluro or jayments of capital and interest - -1
repavrnents 

; 
lel ft , ^ ta, 

. 
made duing the year on the authorty's borrowings (fi any). .

r,.i
fi /.\All^th6.^-\,hiontc ; : :r-',6 (-)All otherpaymenls i ,s ^..-! ., (,i :Totat expenditureorpayfientsasrecodedinlhecasi-II t{ ,")ti( i tl (,rA ..^^,,^l^ -.^;^^:,^'.;,:^;,^-:-,--_.-.-;--.:,--:::": ibLjt,\i lb J"/0 i iT1.'::::]a,ftcost\sitine4) 

andtaannteresL/capitat
: : repayments (tine 5)-+ .-.- !--!_:* -...._::-_'L

, forward i ,l 0 O i4 i, 5.t )J, b ti 
equat (1+?+o) - (4+s+6). 

i

i't . (For Local Councils Orty) D;il;;;"nrr"-
re Trust funds (including charitabl€)

'.-*._* c"-s'ifrL)
I certify that for the year ended 31 March 2020 the Accounting
Staternents in this AInual Gov€rnance end AcccuBtabiiity
Relurn have been pre*ared on either a tercipts and
payments cr inc$rne anei exnenditure basis foilowing the
guidan=e in Gcvarnaiice and Accourlabiliiy lcr Smal!et
Ailthtiitiii; -- a F-.actitioners' Gui*e io Prolrer praciices
and present i8ifiy the iinancial position .i this autharity.
Signed by Responsible Financial Officer be.
presented to the aulhority for approval

The Council as a body corparateaats;;.;/" r;;;; 
*'

9!g ll !?2p,rllib.!9J91 mgpgllg lrust iunds or assels. i

t, _..jt.

I

T

.r--__ _'*.- J_

I confirm that these Accounting Statements were
apprcr,ed by this authonti on this date

I

d.J ic 6 {2n zu

=s 
ieccrdeC in mirute reference:

At

w-Y t;
Signed by Chairman of the meeting where the

Date oSloa? f 2+L")

Annual Governanc. and Rccount"niiliy-nJurn zorsliO Fr.t 2
I oral Councils. lntemai Drainaoe Boal'ds znd DthFr gmoltcr Althnriliec

- P;,;6;i;

I e Total value of cash and I , ft! i lhe sum of all current and deposit bank accounts, cash I: shontermrnvestments j /-10 6l-p' i 5\ ?.?L , 11,0::n"-:rl.:n:!t.",iinuurt^"nt"hetdasar31 March-

. ) Total {rxec assets pllrs I }< .- , , 
-,-ini 

iri,i, oi itt ii, proi*ty7ni:ritnrtti 
"** - ,i; ;;r; :' longterm.investments ' lC t [Ol (C f lJ I.w_or.auitsrxedassets andtongterminvsslrnsrlrrr., .

and assets ' 31 March.

, "0. fotat borrowings :

, 
- "- , i n/.. ,,!l:_,;t;r,;:,;,::r,:::iJi:fl?frfd,,' Marchaf alliaans


